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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

Law is a profession that requires critical reading skills, the ability to write well, 
to synthesize sources resulting form research, and to speak clearly and concisely. For all 
these reasons law students should be able to communicate accurately and directly in 
written and oral situations 

This course tries to satisfy the professional needs and interests of law students 
who like to improve their legal communication skills in English while examining the 
British and U.S. legal system. It specially addresses the needs of Spanish speaking 
students of Law with at least an intermediate level of English and a previous knowledge 
of the Anglo-American legal system achieved through the course Introduction to 
Common Law.  

 
Legal Writing I and Legal Writing II provide a background to the study of basic 

linguistic elements, exploring some of the most relevant areas of the English and North 
American justice system (its institutions, the provision of legal services, the analysis of 
the main branches of substantive law, etc.). 

       
The course begins by introducing some general features of the English and 

North American legal system which will provide background to the development of 
legal analysis and writing. The natural overlap between topics promotes learning by 
recycling vocabulary, concepts and contexts, contributing to produce and overview of 
the Anglo-American legal system. 

 
The course reinforces specific areas of language in legal context, emphasises 

vocabulary, consolidates key grammar areas, and develops writing and speaking skills.  
 
The vocabulary skills developed in the course include word power in legal 

settings, practical exercises that highlight important legal terminology and illustrate 
basic legal issues in British and U.S legal practice. 
 

Through a wide variety of exercises: word-building, sentence completion, 
finding synonyms, etc. all of them based on authentic and adapted legal texts, students 
gradually learn relevant legal vocabulary and practise skills necessary to work on legal 
materials. 
 
 



OBJECTIVES 
 
The major objectives of the course are: 
 
1. To reinforce specific areas of language in legal contexts 
 
2. To consolidate and refine key grammar areas  
  
3. To emphasize legal vocabulary development  
 
4. To increase and consolidate students’ strategies and communication skills 

(writing, reading, listening and speaking), as well as their knowledge and 
awareness of the language. 

 
5. To gain an approach to sentence structure, idea delivery, punctuation, 

sentence   combining, connectors use, etc.   

 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
Instruction is both highly theoretical and practical. Throughout the course, 

practical exercises that illustrate basic issues in the British and U.S. legal practice and 
that highlight important legal terminology are emphasized. 
 
 Writing exercises give students the opportunity to practise a variety of genres, 
ranging from briefing through informal letter writing to recasting legal documents in 
plain English.  

 
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
 
The students’ performance will be evaluated taking into account three different 

parameters:  
 
1. Active participation in all the activities and assignments (exercises,        

readings, debates, discussions, etc.) 
2.  Regular attendance to classes 
3.  A final written exam.   

 
 

 


